HA4401 review

I just received the long awaited HA4401 F-35. Let me tell you that this has to be one of Hobby Master’s best models.

The paint is flawless and just feels like it is RAM (Radar Absorbing Material) and parts fit is super. It comes with a 2 page leaflet showing where all the parts fit and believe me there are lots of parts, doors, landing gear, arms and more. There are 2 different canopies, one for the closed position and one for the open position. They both have a small clear plastic pin at the front of the canopy that simply lifts straight up or down in a small hole in the fuselage so drop try to hinge it open.

There are 2 things that need improving, the instrumentation in the cockpit is all black and it is hard to see any shapes of gauges or monitors. The second thing that really bugs me are the little dimples that hold the model in place in the clear plastic shell. It takes a fair amount of pressure to push the little bumps in thus making them go away from the model so it can be lifted out of the shell. While trying to push these bumps or dimples in all the small pieces that sit on the top edge of the shell go flying with each push or pop of the dimple. So, hold the model over a table so when the pilot and landing gears and doors go flipping you won’t lose them. I have mentioned this to Hobby Master again and suggested making the dimples a little thinner so they don’t require so much force and/or place all the small parts in plastic bags. The model already comes with 3 plastic bags full of goodies so what is one more bag.
Overall this is a great representation of what we hope will turn out to be a great aircraft. The black instruments and a little frustration taking the model out of the shell, which by the way you will only have to do once, definitely aren’t major issues and I can honestly say I recommend this model and look forward to all future releases.

