HA3702 review

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. 

The CF-101 came in the usual front-opening flap window box. Inside the model is very well secured in place and can even be a little challenging to remove so watch out for the nose needle. The model is held in place at 3 points by dimples that need to be pushed in, at least the wing dimples.
This model, in my opinion is a prime example of the “Heft Factor”. The only major parts on this aircraft that isn’t metal are the horizontal stabilizers and canopy. While I’m talking about the metal I have to compliment Hobby Master on the lack of join seams and those that are present are extremely minimal.
The canopy is crystal clear and easily opens to reveal a very nicely appointed cockpit with an instrument panel, stick, side consoles, seats and 2 figures to occupy them. The canopy has a very fine yellow outline that wasn’t on the original aircraft but has been added to every plastic kit I have seen. I must say this yellow outline is so fine that it looks like the discolored sealant around the inside of the canopy on just about every old CF-101 in photos. I really like it, I think it makes the canopy stand out a bit and gives it some character. There are 2 things missing, the 2 rearview mirrors on the front edge of the canopy and there is no hydraulic canopy actuator but the canopy will stay partially open if you want. Small items but I have to find something negative.
The paint is flawless and the markings are exquisite. They even put a silver panel on the port side of the fuselage below the back seat to represent the searchlight Canadian CF-101s used. Hobby Master has included the AOA vanes (Angle of Attack) on the nose as well as several antennae and sensors located on other parts of the fuselage.
A very nice feature is the weapons bay, Hobby Master has made it so it will rotate and you can have either/or two AIM 4 Falcon missiles or two AIR 2 Genie rockets displayed or only rotate it half way and have both displayed at the same time as some museums do, a very nice feature. There is also 2 drop tanks included as well. The nice thing about the weapons bay and drop tanks is Hobby Master has made the display stand so that both of these items can be used while perched on top.
The landing gear is a simple plug in, pull out setup as each one is a one-piece setup. 

This definitely is a most eye-appealing CF-101. 

Now you might be saying “well he is from Canada and is biased since this is a CF-101”. Well you would be absolutely correct about me being biased but not enough to lead you astray. This is an absolutely great model and I don’t think they come any better than this. Hobby Master has hit a grand slam with the CF-101/F-101. It has everything going for it; a popular subject, great quality, super paint and markings, excellent price, only a very limited production number world wide and made by a company that cares and listens to its customers – you. But seriously, what are you waiting for, get out there and get yours before they are sold out and they will sell out. Just picture this beauty sitting high on top of the display stand that is provided. This model takes me back to the days when this bird was king of the skies over Canada.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

