HA1920 review
The Hobby Master Importer in the UK had an exclusive F-4J produced and thanks to the owner, Gary Ford I received a sample. This is the second exclusive that Gary Ford aka Tiger Hobbies has had made by Hobby Master and the F-4 is just as much a success as their first; a 1/72 Harvard. It is the 1988 “Tiger Meet” paint scheme and what a nice model. Gary had a lot of input on this model and I must say he has come up with a real winner. 
The paint scheme is very subtle compared to some of the more garish schemes I have seen. This doesn’t mean that I don’t like it; on the contrary; I love it. There is just enough tiger paint to contrast with what normally would be a very bland grey scheme. On each side of the nose is a charging tiger with a nice black vertical stabilizer that has some stripes and the 74th’s logo. From top to bottom and front to rear this is as good a model F-4 that you will find anywhere and probably better. The combination of Gary’s input and the Hobby Master expertise has produced one terrific model. It is quite heavy because of all the metal used, the vertical and horizontal stabilizers are plastic but other than that you are looking at metal. Even the landing gear is metal and all easily fit into their position under the wings.
The canopies are the usual Hobby Master crystal clear plastic without any distortion or hazing. The rear canopy is hinged at the back and the front canopy is either closed or lifts off to be configured in the open position by using the optional canopy that simply plugs into two small holes in the edge of the fuselage. The interior of the cockpit has been done very well showing instrument panels, stick and ejection seats. But the best part of the whole interior is the fact that two realistic looking figures are supplied. They have been painted to match the uniforms that would have been used in the actual jet.
The weapons haven’t been forgotten with 4 rockets and 4 missiles supplied along with 2 under-wing fuel tanks. When this machine is loaded with weapons and sitting on the stand that comes with it this is indeed one impressive model.
There were only 1000 of these planes made and 100 had their boxes damaged in transit. These 100 are being kept until new boxes arrive and then Tiger Hobbies make them available for sale. The other 900 models are sold out at the importers so that will give you an indication of how popular this model is. So keep your eyes open for the 100 when they become available because they won’t last long. All the models have a very extensive history of the aircraft and squadron printed on the inside of the box cover. These models also come with a card for the COA (Certificate Of Authenticity)
This model has everything going for it: made by Hobby Master, history and some structural details added by Gary Ford, limited to 1000 pieces world wide, it’s a “Tiger Meet “ paint scheme, it’s was used by the British and an excellent price for a master piece that comes with all these attributes.
Once again I want to thank Gary Ford of Tiger Hobbies for supplying this great model.

