HA1302 A-10A, 23rd FG, 74th FS "Flying Tigers"

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

The second in the Hobby Master 1/72 A-10 releases is this nice rendition done in a three-tone grey paint scheme (one dark grey spot under the nose). It is getting to the point where one doesn’t have to say anything about the quality of Hobby Master’s paint jobs and tampo markings. They are flawless and definitely add to the overall appeal of any model. The tiger shark nose of the famed WWII AVG (American Volunteer Group) “Flying Tigers” along with the pilot name and access panel labels such as “battery access” are unbelievably clear even though they are so small you need a magnifying glass to read them. This is what I call attention to detail.

The canopy can be opened to show off the very nice detail of the instrument panel and cockpit in general. The bubble canopy is perfectly clear and has a good fit with just the smallest space where the canopy meets the windscreen.

Hobby Master has added numerous antennae located at various locations on the plane. It is this attention to detail that makes this model so good.

The landing gear is easily changed from wheels up to wheels down. It is a simple matter of removing the plug that looks like the wheels are tucked into the wells and then pressing the extended gear into slots located in the wings and the nose. The holes where the wheel struts insert are quite deep and are needed to hold the weight of this machine. This heavy weight needs all the steady support it can get. With the landing gear and weapons attached this model is pushing 1 pound and when you consider the overall dimensions that’s a pretty hefty model by anyone’s standards.

Weapons, we’ve got weapons, we’ve got lots and lots of weapons. I know and you know that Hobby Master seems to delight in providing a selection of weapons that are loose and give us the opportunity to pick and choose which one’s best suit our own tastes. Well Hobby Master went well beyond the norm with the weapons provided for the Hawg. There are enough to take on the ground forces of a small country with just one of these planes. From bombs to missiles if the A-10 could carry it you probably will find it here.

Rather than being parallel to the ground the vertical stabilizer has a slight angle downward so the tips point down a bit. It is noticeable to some but not enough to be a problem for most people. I think if it weren’t pointed out 95% of the people wouldn’t even notice. Unfortunately this and the second A-10 releases made it into production before this could be corrected at the factory. Removing the stabilizer and using low heat so it can be gradually bent slightly upward with gentle pressure easily corrects this.
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If you are a jet fan then you probably love A-10’s and this model is no exception. This is one great looking piece of aviation history. Enjoy!!!!

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.
