HA1204 review TBF-1C Avenger NZ2518 "Plonky", 

30 sq., RNZAF, Piva, Bougainville, 1944
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Packaging: the model comes well secured in the standard Hobby Master clear plastic shell. The top portion of the shell takes a little care when lifting. You have to move around the edge prying the top part from the lower part. Be careful not to lose your grip of the shell just as you separate the pieces or the small parts will fly everywhere. Push the 4 dimples in that are holding the wings down and the model comes loose. Hobby Master has made every effort to make these dimples soft enough to be pushed in but firm enough to hold the plane in place. Each part is located in a contoured pocket that is made to fit that part only. I can’t comment on the outer box as I only get pre-production versions in a plain white box. Hobby Master will be using a new box soon if they haven’t already started.

Paint and markings: the 3-tone paint scheme has been applied to perfection. No runs, smudges or smears it is just faultless. The quality of the application of the markings is superb. Very detailed without flaws but the location of the fuselage roundels could have been better. They are on a bit of a slant but they should have been turned just a little so the white bar is running parallel to the line made where the dark blue and light blue paints meet and a little higher so they are level with the white 518. This was mentioned to Hobby Master but I don’t know if it was in time to make changes before production had been completed. This is a pre-production model so this is why the roundel isn’t corrected. Other than this slight angle difference the markings are great. The nose art “Plonky” is only displayed on the starboard side as it was on the actual plane. Hobby Master did a nice job recreating the nose art character. 

Fuselage: this is very nicely shaped and fairly heavy. The entire fuselage, wings and tail are made of metal while the horizontal stabilizer is plastic. The bomb bay gives you the option of being opened or closed. The propeller is plastic and is free spinning without any amount of wobble. There is a fair amount of detail with scribed panel lines for joints, doors and access bays.
Canopy and cockpit: the canopy meets the high quality standards that we have come to expect from Hobby Master. It is well shaped and crystal clear without any haze or distortion. There is only one canopy and a rear ball turret with this model. The canopy can be removed to reveal a well laid out cockpit. The instrument panel is full of gauges that are outlined in white and there are 2 other panels of switches on either side of the pilot’s seat. As well there is a stick and contoured seats with straps in the front and rear sections. The green used to paint the interior I believe should have been a couple of shades darker (FS34151 Interior Green). The permanently fastened ball turret is well-shaped and clear plastic as well.

Landing gear and stand: the model has the option of being displayed on the wheels or on the stand. If you choose sitting on its wheels in is a very simple process to add the landing gear. The die-cast metal gear simply inserts into holes in the wheel well or in the opening at the rear of the fuselage. If you want to use the gear up option all you have to do is remove the undercarriage and insert a blank with a wheel attached over the wheel well. The stand comes in 3 pieces, base, stem and cradle. All are made of black plastic and are quite simple to assemble. There are 2 small holes in the underside of the wings and the 2 small tabs sticking out of the cradle fit into these holes. Then the fuselage just rests on the cradle. A nice thing is the model will sit on the stand while using the open bomb bay doors.

Armament and accessories: unusual for Hobby Master is that they permanently mounted 4 rockets under each wing. Firstly they normally supply accessories as an option for you to choose what you want to use. Secondly the RNZAF never used rockets on their TBM-1Cs. I’m quite sure these could be easily removed if you so desire and use them on another model. The RNZAF did use bombs like the 4 unattached that are supplied or they used canisters of fuel to destroy the Japanese food crops. The bombs fit in the bomb bay when you use the opened door option. The machine guns mounted within the wings are represented by black dots painted on the wings. Hobby Master says it is too difficult to make a mold with holes in this location and if they did it would make the area around the hole very susceptible to collapse. Since the guns are supposed to be inside the wing with only a hole showing, the painted barrels don’t look that bad. 

Pilot: Hobby Master hasn’t provided us with a pilot figure at this time but they say these will be coming soon. They will be loose so you can add the pilot or leave it out, your choice.

Fit: there is a very small space where the wings join the fuselage. There also is a space just in front of the wings that runs forward to the exhaust. This is where the upper portion of the mold meets the lower portion. It would be nice if this space had been eliminated either by better fit of the mold halves or had they been fastened together tighter. Even with this small space, which by the way may only be on my pre-production version, the model still looks terrific.

Summation: over all this is a very nice rendition of a well-known RNZAF Avenger. Hopefully other great aircraft flown by the Kiwi’s will follow this model.
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