HA1203 review Avenger A.S. Mk. IV "Beryl the Peril" XB374, Royal Navy FAA, HMS Bulwark, Suez, 1957
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

If you like brightly colored aircraft models then this Avenger is for you. This plane has one of the best-applied paint schemes I’ve come across. The yellow and black stripes add a very nice touch to what seems like an endless supply of all bleu Avengers. The markings, numbers and letters are marvelously formed and applied but this nothing new for Hobby Master.

The closed canopy is perfectly contoured to sit flush on the fuselage without any gaps. The canopy is made from clear plastic without any flaws. The rear turret was well made and looks very natural sitting where it is. Inside the cockpit the instrument panel is satisfactorily located and comes with gauges and instrument markings. The instrumentation is continued on either side of the pilot’s seat.

A couple of think you will have to watch for are the Pitot tube on the end of the port wing and the arrestor hook. Both are done to scale that makes them very delicate and can be easily snapped off when you are handling the model.

Hobby Master’s propellers are always free spinning and come complete with yellow tips and markings on the blades themselves. These are nice little touches that add to the over all detail Hobby Master puts into all their models.

The landing gear can be displayed in the up or down positions and are interchangeable with a minimum amount of work. The wheels for the down position are made of rubber but don’t roll but like I always say once they are in my display case the last thing I want is them rolling.

My pre-production model came with the rockets already mounted under the wings so I don’t know if this is the same for the retail version. I’m sure that if you don’t want the rockets mounted you will be able to remove them with a minimum of effort. Now for the part I like is the bomb bay, you have the option of showing it with the doors closed or opened. I’m sure the majority of people will go with the doors open because then you will be able to see the 4 bombs or 1 torpedo that hang inside the belly of this beast.

Sitting on the display stand that comes with the model or sitting on the landing gear this is one impressive model. The fit of all the various molds that go together to make this model are top notch. Extremely well cast the fit is wonderful and no noticeable gaps to detract from the finished product. 

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.
