HA1202 TBM 3 Flight 19 The Lost Squadron review
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
This review is based on a pre-production model with some differences from the retail version. Like HA1201 Bush Avenger the cockpit looks fairly well done at first glance, the correct shade of green and some instrumentation. The problems are the pilot seat doesn’t have the correct raised armrests, the seat in the aft cockpit shouldn’t be there, it was deleted starting with the 1C version. This space was used for radio equipment and the radio operator was moved down into the belly of the plane. The aft cockpit with the seat was kept on the British Fleet Air Arm and Commonwealth planes. The size and shape of all the canopies really make this model a stand out.

The engine cowling is correct for the TBM-3 and fits tightly in place and holds the prop so it can spin without any wobble. The propeller looks proportionately right for this large plane and the size shows when placed next to F6F or Dauntless.

The model looks very good with the bay door displayed open or closed. The option to display the bay doors open gives you the opportunity to use four bombs or one torpedo. Four rockets fit nicely under each wing beside the antenna for the air-to-ground radar that could be tuned by turning them on the real plane. The optional weapons load on Hobby Master models has become a standard that we look forward to with great enthusiasm and this model is no exception.
The paint scheme and markings seem rather plain but they are correct for this plane. The dark blue with a few splashes of white will grow on you as you admire the entire model.

I found the landing gear to fit in place quite easily and it is very adequate to handle the weight of this model that is pleasingly hefty.

I only have one warning about these Avengers, watch out for the Pitot tube. It is quite small, stuck on the end of the port wing and is dark blue so it blends into the rest of the plane. This isn’t a manufacturing problem it is accuracy in detail. Keep the white glue handy.

There is some weathering in the way of panel lines but because the paint scheme is so dark to begin with this really works well. Like I said in the HA1201 Bush Avenger review I think it would be nice if Hobby Master would try a lighter shade of grey on paint schemes that are light colored.

I find this a very well done model with only a minor drawback with the seats and a definite must have if only because it represents one of the most talked about and mystifying events in aviation history. I’m done with the review so now I can go and glue the Pitot tube on again.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.
