HA1105 review Grumman F6F-5N, Hellcat Night Fighter
USS Independence CVL-23, Lt. William E. Henry,
Executive Officer (XO) VF(N)-41, Top USN Night Fighter Ace
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

First impression was a nice model but with the dark blue and white stars there was nothing that jumped out at me.

Paint: like I already mentioned it is dark blue with white stars and bars and numbers that act as a sharp contrast. This almost becomes very unnecessary but one more time the paint is applied superbly as all other Hobby Master models. Their expert paint application is just one of the things Hobby Master excels at and has become an industry benchmark. There is faint weathering for exhaust stains on both sides of the fuselage, a nice touch. The wash on such a dark blue really doesn’t come in to play it is very faint.

Markings: are very simple and basic but like the paint they are applied exquisitely by tampo and there is absolutely no sign of smudge or bare spots. This is another thing Hobby Master excels at and has set as a benchmark.

Metal: there is lots of metal, the fuselage wings and stabilizers even the wing mounted radar pod and landing gear. The landing gear is interchangeable giving you the option to have the model in the wheels up or down mode. It is very simple to switch between the two options simply by taking the wheels up inserts out of the wing and inserting the completed one-piece landing gear into the holes in the wheel wells. It takes about 30 seconds.

Plastic: the canopy that I will go into in the next paragraph. The propeller can spin and is quite snug without any wobble. The tips are yellow with red markings on each blade. The other thing made from plastic is the centerline drop tank. 

Canopy: crystal clear plastic without any sign of flaws. Hobby Master provides an optional setup for an open canopy look. I wish they would make the canopy the same as they have on their 1/48 Brewster. That canopy is made so it is held in place and slides back and forth like the real plane. There is no fear of the canopy falling off in the open position like there is on this 1/72 Hellcat.

Cockpit: the interior is first-rate with a black instrument panel sharply contrasted by white instruments. Also included are a stick and a seat that is nicely appointed with straps and belts.

Parts fit: there is that small space where the tail joins the dorsal of the fuselage. This is visible but like the other F6Fs it is minimal and a necessary evil when assembling all the molds that go together to make this model. There is a small space where the wing mounted radar pod joins the wing. The pod is molded separately from the wing so this space will occur but it isn’t a deal breaker. The landing gear fits snugly in place without any effort.

Stand: the model does come with the standard Hobby Master display stand that allows you to show the model sitting on the gear or in flight. The only drawback to using the stand is you have to remove the centerline tank.

If you want a night fighter F6F this model is an excellent replica and is the plane of the USN top night fighter ace. Simple but very appealing.
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