HA1104 review VF-6, F6F-3 Alex Vraciu

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Wings, tail, stabilizers, fuselage are all-metal 

Propeller, canopy, drop tank and landing gear are plastic, a small fraction of the entire model.

The one piece closed canopy fits very well; the middle section of the 3 piece open canopy is a bit of a pain, at least on the pre-production edition. It still doesn’t fit tightly in place, it would be nice to see it attached so it fastens to a track and slides like the 1/48 Hobby Master Brewsters.

The interior of the cockpit looks good until you look at the instrument panel that doesn’t exist. This may be just a pre-production issue and I’m awaiting confirmation that the retail version will have a panel.

There is a very small gap where the tail section meets the fuselage but to me is very minor when you realize that these models are made up of about 6 – 8 different molds and they do have to fit together like a puzzle to end up with a complete plane. From past experience I have seen some work by other big name companies that are far more noticeable and a real eyesore.

The paint scheme is a very eye catching three-tone and masterfully applied.

The panel lines are visible but not shocking and the tampo-applied markings are as great as usual for Hobby Master. You can see the Felix the Cat logo as well as the red bull and the word gadget written under the bull.

Exhaust stains have been added around the exhaust ports to give it a nice weathered look.

Landing gear is very easy to install and needs no glue to hold it in place.

I’m assuming the rocket holes and bomb holes located under the wings were left because of the added cost to fill them. The F6F-3 only had one piece of external equipment and that was a centerline drop tank. Rockets weren’t available until the F6F-5. A few extra holes or a sizable increase in the retail price to remove them, I’ll go with these tiny holes every time.

Included is a soft plastic figure of Vraciu standing outside his plane with 6 fingers up signifying the 6 kills he had just made. Even under a magnifying glass the little guy looks excellent. Hobby Master has done a great job making a figure that looks like a human and not something from space. They are quick learners and did a much better job on only their second effort.

The stand provided is one of the improved stands without the wobble and holds the model safely in the cradle top. The only thing is like all the other models that have centerline tanks or missiles; these have to be removed in order to attach the stand. I hope Hobby Master can develop a stand that will permit the displaying of the planes with or without the centerline objects.

The total package makes a very good replica of the aircraft flown by one of the top U.S. aces and belongs in any collection needing an F6F-3. It has everything, history, detail, quality, metal and a very reasonable price.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.

