HA1103 French Navy F6F-5 Hellcat, 1F (Flottille-squadron), Indochina, 1953
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
This is the third release of Hobby Master’s 1/72 F6F Hellcat and it is a nice one. The first thing that strikes me is the nice shade of blue for the entire paint scheme. It makes a nice change from dark blue and is sure to stand out in your display.

The markings are very colorful and striking as well as being flawlessly tampo (pad) applied.

The one piece closed canopy fits very well with no gaps and the plastic window portion is very clear. The model comes with a 3-piece open canopy option version but quite honestly it is a real pain at least on the pre-production version. It comes with a small windscreen, a solid blue piece that fits on behind the pilot seat and then the clear plastic piece that represents what would be the sliding portion of the canopy. Now I don’t know what the retail version has for this but my copy has the clear plastic portion just sit on top of the solid blue piece and it continues to fall off if the model is moved the least little bit. Personally I would like to see Hobby Master make a two canopy, the small windscreen and a one piece open version with the clear canopy being permanently attached to the solid blue piece. Or make the clear portion so it can snap into a rail allowing it to slide open or closed just like they did with their 1/48 scale Brewsters. Once you do have the canopy off or opened it reveals an instrument panel that lacks any markings of gauges or instruments of any sort. The rest of the interior is quite nice with a joystick and a seat that has belts painted on.

The navigation lights on the wing tips are nice and bright as well as the lights on the belly, a nice little touch. Carrying on with added touches you will notice that a light exhaust stain has been provided as well.

The model is typical Hobby Master because it comes with an assortment of bombs and rockets. The nice thing is you get to pick and choose the armament you want to use; it isn’t already permanently attached to the plane. As usual I would recommend a tiny drop of white glue to keep the ordnance firmly in place until such time when you intentionally remove them.

The model allows you to display the model with the gear down or up. If you choose to display the model on the stand there is one drawback, the 150-gallon drop tank. The way the cradle that the model sits in for stand display requires that the tank must be removed and this is done quite easily.

The landing gear is very nicely done and simple to install by way of simply inserting two pins on the ends of the struts into pre-drilled holes in the wing bottom. Again, I personally add a tiny drop of white glue just to secure them in place. There is nothing worse than hearing a noise in the middle of the night that your wife thinks must be a burglar but you know it is something much worse, your landing gear just collapsed. This is just something that I do as a precaution I’m not saying that you have to.

I consider this model to be a very nice addition to the Hobby Master series of Hellcats both in workmanship and the fact that it is a replica of a French Navy aircraft. 

All personal opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.
