HA1023 review 1-72 Japanese F-104J Starfighter 207th SQ, 83rd AG 'J.A.S.D.F.'
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

Right out of the box this F-104J is a real work of art.

Paint: one more time Hobby Master has applied the paint with their masterful touch. Flawless, smooth without a ripple or smudge. Hobby Master does this so well time and time again that I think the world will stop spinning if they ever released an across the board poor paint finish. The contrasting medium grey and light grey with shots of red really make this a showstopper model.

Markings: unblemished tampo applied numbers and striking red national insignias along with the great tail flash add up to what I would consider a masterpiece.

Metal: content is very good, fuselage, wings, vertical stabilizer and landing gear.

Plastic: canopy, horizontal stabilizer, all the missiles and tanks and the landing gear doors. Also the tail hook and pitot tube that you have to insert in the nose cone. Instead of a simple needle shape that pushes into a hole in the nose they have made the needle with a small portion of the nose cone attached. With 2 tone paint schemes that run all the way to the end of the nose cone this presents a problem. Trying to line up the paint pattern on the Pitot tube with the paint pattern on the nose cone. No matter how hard you try you can’t get the pieces to align perfectly and if you do there still is a small gap between the nose cone and the Pitot tube. I have brought this to Hobby Master’s attention but so far there hasn’t been any changes made. This is merely a small annoyance and nothing major. 

Canopy: made from plastic with the usual precision and clarity of all Hobby Master canopies. It fits very well in position with the smallest space between it and the fuselage. You really have to hold the model up to the light to notice and then you should have to move it around to see any. Of course you get the standard Hobby Master option to show your model with the canopy opened or closed. All these pieces also fit very well .

Cockpit: a nice black instrument panel with white contrasting gauges along with one green area for the radar screen. The side instrument panels are also there and they too are excellent. The ejection seat looks good but could use 2 things, some harnesses and a pilot. According to Hobby Master pilots aren’t that far off. There is a slight seam on top of the instrument panel where the two halves of the fuselage come together. I think 99% of this seam that runs the length of the fuselage is cleverly covered or disguised. This is no real problem because once the windscreen is put into position this seam all but vanishes.

Accessories: the usual for Hobby Master F-104s, tip tanks, drop tanks and missiles.

Landing gear: as I already mentioned the gear is made of metal with rubber tires but they don’t roll. You can display the model on the stand that is provided or in the gear down mode. It isn’t very difficult to switch between the 2 modes, but it will take a few minutes because of the doors that have to be removed and replaced by the optional doors and the same goes for the landing. This isn’t a difficult procedure and the folks at Hobby Master include an instruction sheet to assist you through the process.

Display stand: a stand is provided but with the location of the missiles it really isn’t meant for the missiles to be used when the model is on it. Here is a link to a page on my site for the first F-104 Hobby Master produced http://www.hobbymastercollector.com/ha1001f104.html on it you will see a couple of pictures of how I got around this problem. Most people that do this don’t have any problems but occasionally one of the missiles might pop off but can be easily glued back on with white glue. Just take your time and don’t rush it. As usual if you do this you do so at your own risk. This is what I call the CYA clause.

If you are a Starfighter collector you have to make sure you acquire one of these beauties. This is a model worth considering for any collection.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.
