HA0149 review

Russian MiG-21SM invasion of Czechoslovakia 1968
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
The paint is flawless as usual for a Hobby Master model. It is an all silver grey scheme with the two red identification stripes with a green nose shock cone and green on top of the tail. There is no wash at all so panel lines don’t jump out at you, they are very subtle and just become part of the overall model. A great job Hobby Master. The markings on this plane are minimal but the numbers and red stars are of the same high caliber as the rest of the markings and paint. Hobby Master excels at paint and markings application. I really like the color combination for this plane, an excellent choice. There is just enough contrast to the main silver by using the red without taking away from the sleek styling of the plane. It’s not all covered with clutter and you really get to appreciate the delta wings, nose and tail.

The fuselage is pretty much metal, with the exception of the vertical stabilizer and the center section of the dorsal hump. The big delta wings also are metal so it definitely can be said it has the heft factor.

The canopy meets the high quality standards that we have come to expect from Hobby Master. It is well shaped and crystal clear without any haze or distortion. The fit is relatively good with the smallest of space between the canopy and the portion of the fuselage where it sits. You have the option of displaying the model with the canopy closed or open. All you have to do is remove the one-piece canopy and replace it with 2 pieces for the open version. The cockpit interior is painted a nice green that matches the green on the shock cone and tail. It comes with an instrument panel but it is set quite far in like it should be but it is entirely black making it almost impossible to see. It could use some white outline on the gauges to make what would otherwise be a nice panel. This model comes with a pilot that I think is very well done. I don’t know if this is exactly what Russian jet-pilots looked like, all I know is it doesn’t look like a Martian and it really adds to the finished product. For those that don’t want the pilot it can be easily removed, it is only lightly glued in place.

The landing gear is the same as all of Hobby Master’s other Mig-21s, a few fiddly parts but well worth the time it takes to white glue the struts from the wheel well to the under-carriage. The landing gear is made of metal and the wheels are rubber and free rolling. The stand is black plastic that comes in 3 parts, the base, stem and cradle. The only drawback to using the stand is you won’t be able to use the centerline tank. Once on the stand the model sits securely in place because of the cradle.

Included are 4 missiles and 2 under wing drop tanks along with the centerline tank. These can be used or left off at your discretion since they don’t come already fastened on the model.

There still is that old line from the front of the windscreen to the nose cone. This is where the two halves of the mold join and it leaves this faint line. It’s not the Grand Canyon but it is slightly noticeable and I mean slightly. I have to say that the join line on this particular model is much less noticeable than on previous Mig-21.

Another fine Mig-21 that definitely is worth looking at for your collection. If you are like me you can’t get enough of the Mig-21. This plane is a simple paint scheme but with just the right amount of color to make it a standout.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

