HA0102 - U.S. SBD-2 Dauntless VMSB-241, "Battle of Midway ".

Continuing with their top notch packaging that is standard on all Hobby Master aircraft HA0102 has the same nicely illustrated heavy cardboard container. The well thought out interior plastic shell that cradles the model has oversized bubbles that provide ample clearance for the rudder and propeller from any external objects that might damage these parts. Unlike some other companies that use similar shells and have their models wedged in to grooves and held in place by bulges in the groove sides that you have to struggle with to free your new model and in the process risk damaging delicate parts. Instead Hobby Master uses 3 plastic coated metal twist ties to secure the model firmly in place. These twist ties are easily undone allowing for a non confrontational removal of the model with no worries about damage. Hobby Master also goes so far as to place clear plastic film sleeves over both wings to protect the professional tampo (uses a pad to apply paint) markings.

This SBD is another fine example of Hobby Master commitment to detail and quality. Similarly painted as professionally as Dauntless HA0112 which I have already reviewed, the difference between the two planes is in the markings. HA0102 doesn’t sport the red and white striped rudder or the national insignia with the red circled center. It carries the updated markings of the all white star in the middle of a blue circle. Although the actual red and white striped rudders were removed by painting over them which left a fine trace of the red stripes, Hobby Master has recreated this in fine detail. 

Like the other SBDs HA0102 comes professionally painted, completely assembled, except for the  canopy that can be displayed in several open or closed scenarios, the undercarriage is interchangeable up or down position, and the model can be displayed on or off the great stand that has a tripod head that safely cradles the plane.

Lightly weathered to give more depth to the panel lines and it also adds more realism. For the most part the panel lines are impeccably applied with just the correct amount of black being used. The only faulty area that I would say is only slightly over done is the elevator and the bottom of the ailerons. The only reason that I can see for this happening is the spacing between the movable portion and the fixed portions of the elevator and the ailerons is greater than anywhere else so more black is showing. The spacing of these parts look correct it is just that both parts have fewer other markings, like access hatches, service portals around to detract from them so they show a little more. The underside of the aircraft being painted in a very light color makes the black look more pronounced than it really is. These black lines aren’t that unsightly that you don’t want to own the model. On the contrary, this model is an absolute must if you are a collector of Dauntless’ or a war historian that likes die-cast that are associated with actual fact.

The weight of this model is quite hefty and can only be appreciated when held in the hand. You won’t find much plastic on these planes, a very minute percentage is used only where necessary such as canopies. If you want die-cast metal, these extraordinarily well made and detailed models by Hobby Master are for you. If you are like me you only have so many dollars to spend so why not get the best bang for your buck. They deliver quality, detail and excellent prices which all adds up to penny for penny Hobby Master is your best buy on the market.

And if that isn’t enough, Hobby Master is a company that actually cares about what it’s customers think and what they want, this can’t be said for many other companies out there.

