HA7301 review

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.
The model comes in a cardboard box that is nicely decorated with graphics of the model. Printed on the inside of the box Hobby Master took the time to add actual photos of how to assemble the various set ups for this model. The only thing simpler would be for them to come to your home and do it for you. This is a real nice touch.

My first impression of the model when I removed it from the box, WOWWWWW!!!!! What a great little model. If you thought the Brewster Buffalo models were excellent “well you ain’t seen nothin’ yet”. This is one gorgeous aircraft in all respects, color, workmanship, uniqueness it has it all.

I don’t think Hobby Master could have chosen a nicer paint scheme for their first release of the F3F. It has a pure white tail with a rudder that works; a maroon band around the rear of the fuselage and the end of the nose cowling. The all metal fuselage is silver with the all metal staggered biplane wings a yellow on the top one and silver on the bottom one. The whole paint scheme is topped off with the US national insignia with the red meatball center. This paint scheme really grabs your attention.
The staggered biplane wings have support struts made of metal and the rigging wires that go from the top wing to the bottom wing are all there. This rigging looks like it is made from a silver nylon thread and is extremely well done. This must have been a real tedious job adding this feature to the models but well worth the finished job. There is no wash or black panel lines that definitely would have taken away from a top notch paint job.
The canopy is very well made of crystal clear plastic with no distortion. The canopy slides back to reveal the cockpit interior which also has received a lot of attention. Instruments and gauges are all present for the pilot that is included to use. The pilot sits up fantastic and really seems to be the correct dimensions.
The prop is plastic and is free spinning and fits tightly to the engine without a droop or wobble.

The gear is interchangeable and using the photos provided in the box it takes no time at all to accomplish this. Hobby Master created the front wheels and under carriage so it can be removed in 3 pieces and the wheels down version can be installed by inserting 2 pieces. This really is a slick operation. The tail wheel can be changed for the wheels up or down position.
The model comes with a small bomb attached under each lower wing. The machine guns are installed and shoot through the propeller. No your plane isn’t damaged; the right gun barrel is extremely long compared to the left one.
This whole stunning package can sit atop the display stand that is provided. It is a simple process to mount he bird, it just sits on the stand top and what I call 2 little fingers front and back clip over the edge of the lower wing and secure it in place.

This is one of those models that simply amaze you when you see it. If you are like me I have it sitting in front of me as I write this and I can’t stop looking at it. Hobby Master won the 2007 award at the Nuremburg Toy Show for Model of the Year for their 1/72 T6-G Texans. I will predict that they will win the 2008 award for Model of the Year in 1/48 scale and maybe even Model of the Year in any scale. It truly is a master piece and combined with the great price and the Limited Edition of only 2000 pieces world wide these will sell out quickly. These truly are models you have to see to believe how great they are in every respect.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

