HA2002 review

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
First thing, let me warn you to be careful of the plastic Pitot tube sticking out of the leading edge of the left wing. It is easily forgotten and can be broken off and lost when handling the model. This is pretty standard for all models.

I hate to sound repetitious but Hobby Master has painted and marked this model superbly. The contrast in colors, the green, the reds and yellows all make this model a very attractive plane. There is no wash or panel lines applied and I personally think this is a plus.
The entire fuselage and wings are metal and give the model a really nice heft factor.

The canopy comes in a one-piece or four-piece configuration. All the pieces fit snuggly in place without leaving any gaps. The pieces are all crystal clear without hazing or scratches.
The front and rear cockpits have white instrument panels placed on black panels that makes it very easy to see them. There are three crew members supplied but they are too short to sit properly without a little assistance. I used some of that tacky clay-like material and stuck a little under them to hike them up a bit. I found that the pilot fit snuggly into the front cockpit and would stay in place higher up without any tack. The rear crew member sits too low if you place him in his seat but he fits snug if you stand him on the seat and this will make him about the proper height. The middle guy will need some tack to boost him into the correct position. To me this is only a minor irritant and Hobby Master is aware of this and is working to make future crew sit higher. The little bit of work to accomplish this is well worth any small effort it will take.

The model comes with a torpedo that is optional and if used has a tab attached that is simply inserted into a slot in the belly. The torpedo sits offset a bit and this is correct for this plane. On the real aircraft this would allow the bombardier to look through a site in the floor.
The landing gear is interchangeable and simply a matter of inserting them into the holes in the wheel wells or carefully pulling them out and replacing them with panels that look like retracted gear. The down position gear is made from metal with rubber wheels that do roll. You can display the model on the display stand that is provided with the gear up or down.

The propeller is plastic and free spinning but does have a small amount of prop droop.
The fit and finish are very good with no unreasonable amount of space or gaps between parts except for the prop. This is an excellent follow-up to HA2001 the first Kate release. If the Kates do well I’m sure Hobby Master will produce other great Japanese aircraft, maybe even a Val.
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