HA1701 review

P-39N A. Pokryshkin

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

The review is based on a pre-production model.

I can’t comment on the box because my pre-production models come in a plain white box, I guess they are pre-production too. Inside is the typical Hobby Master 2-piece clear plastic shell that houses the model and all its accessories. It does the job nicely and is relatively simple to open and remove the items.

At first glance it looks like a very small plane but when I held it up beside a Dauntless I realized it isn’t that much smaller, it’s just so much more streamlined, aerodynamic. 

The paint and markings are superb and the general overall appearance is very eye catching. Panel lines are definitely not a concern with this model. Like I said this is a pre-production version so it didn’t get the make over of the darker green in the cockpit, wheel wells and green on the undercarriage. Even with out the new paint color this is one stunning little model. I think this will be to the 1/72 planes what the Brewster was to the 1/48 planes, a real nice piece of eye-candy.

The whole thing just goes together very easily and the reds and OD really hit it off. 

The canopies both lift off and reveal a rather well done cockpit with an instrument panel containing gauges outlined in white and far enough forward so you can see it. There is a stick and a very plain bare seat but that doesn’t matter much because Hobby Master has provided a pilot, hooray!!! He looks quite appropriate in relation to the cockpit. 

The propeller fits nicely and tight and is free-spinning no loose wobble. The exhaust stacks look good but I wish they had added a little bit of staining just to dress it up a bit. 

The undercarriage all fits easily into the holes provided and give the model a nice secure stance. The main landing gear had to be moved back a slight amount to cure a tail sitting problem. When you look at the doors they aren’t set quite at the proper angle but again the good old CofG had to be changed by moving them slightly. This however doesn’t present any great viewing problem it still looks terrific. 

I advise caution when handling this little gem, watch out for the small guns and antenna, it won’t take much to snap them off. A centerline tank and a bomb are provided for under the fuselage but the old problem of not being able to display the model on the stand with these accessories attached still exists. Maybe Hobby Master will over come this drawback as they grow. The usual style of stand is provided and does a nice job of holding the model firmly in place in a nose up attitude. 

The air intake could have been a little larger and run back on the fuselage a bit but it still looks good to me. There are 2 small holes under each wing so the wing can be used on various other P-39 versions, such as HA1702 Devastating Devil that comes with gun pods under each wing. 

I have to say the fit is very good, no appreciable gaps or unsightly spaces. A very well molded and crafted piece of die-cast and I mean die-cast with a minimal amount of plastic being used. The crystal clear canopy, the propeller and spinner the accessories are plastic and the rest is metal so for such a small plane there still is a good heft factor. 

The nose wheel is metal and the main gear wheels are rubber but don’t roll. I guess the front wheel is metal just to add that tiny bit of weight forward to help prevent tail sitting. 

My final impression a great little gem that will pleasingly surprise and impress you. I think the P-39 series of models will be one of the best issued so far.

Some of this review will show up in the next review because so many items are identical. 

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.
