HA1505 review

T-6G Texan, Escadrille EALA 13/72 114-440, Armee de L'Air Ain Oussera (Algeria) 1961
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

The eye appeal of this model is very nice. The shape, size and color all go together to make a fun looking model. This is a replica of an actual paint scheme used in Algeria and shows the French flare for color. The paint is applied with great care and the markings are of the usual Hobby Master high standards. The more I look at the caricature on the nose the more I like it. The free spinning propeller hub is painted a bright red and I would assume to resemble a nose. Remember this is a faithful reproduction of the actual nose art. There are panel lines but Hobby Master seems to have restrained them and they really work well with the yellow.

The fit of the canopy is excellent and made from crystal clear plastic. You have the option of the one-piece closed variant or the 3-piece open version. The interior of the cockpit is rather simple but so was the real thing. The seats have harnesses and that is nice to see but it leads me to problem number 1, no pilot. I feel pilots should be a standard feature in every plane and make it so the figure can be left out for those of you so inclined. Problem number 2 the instrument panel, Hobby Master went to the trouble to make a nice looking set of gauges outlined in white and then stuck them so far inside that you need a flashlight to shine in to see them. Minor problems but they are present or should I say not present.

We are talking a model with a lot of metal content, probably 95%. This leads me to problem 3, the landing lights. I feel the landing lights in the wings leading edge should be a plastic lens to give it more depth and realism, not just painted on. Especially where there are gun pods under each wing and draw your attention to the area of the wing. I keep hoping they will change it in future releases but probably not of this plane. I imagine the cost factor to alter a mold would be outrageous.

The fit of all the different molds is excellent and there aren’t any gaps of any consequence. The landing gear can be shown in the down position or up displayed on the stand that is included. The wheels are rubber but fixed and changing the gear only takes a minute. Either leave the model in the wheels up configuration as it is when you receive it or remove the two pieces that are pushed into the wheel well and the part that acts as the door for the tail wheel and insert the one piece main landing gear and doors and the tail wheel into the respective holes. My pre-production version took a little wiggle and push to get the main gear to sit deeply enough in the holes but once in place they stayed there and support the plane without any problem.

This model has a couple of minor sore points and overall this would make a nice piece in a collection. The plane itself regardless of paint color is a well-crafted example of good workmanship. It definitely is unique and a great conversation piece. I think of all the planes out there the Texan/SNJ/Harvard has to be the plane that has been painted with some of the brightest and/or outlandish schemes going and this isn’t necessarily a bad thing.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.
