HA1502 review CCF Harvard Mk. 4 Flugdienstaffel Technische Schule 1, Kaufbeuren, Bavaria, Germany, 1960

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Where to begin? To say that this model is terrific looking would be an understatement. Just opening the front cover of the box and looking inside makes you want to get this little gem out ASAP. The entire paint scheme is very striking and applied masterfully. It is nice mustard yellow that makes it look like it has gathered some dirt and grime over the years that now has become part of the paint finish. The panel lines are present but seem to help accentuate the yellow finish.

The markings are probably the best I’ve seen from Hobby Master. From the larger letters and crosses to the finest of inscriptions you can read the words, albeit with a magnifying glass. The red patch on the port side below the canopy says “access for fire extinguisher”. The crew’s names can be read and what I assume is German for “no step here” is on the leading edge of the wings close to the fuselage.

At first I thought the closed canopy was non removable because it fit that well. Like other Hobby Master models you have the option of an open or closed canopy. Both canopies are made from very clear plastic without any hazing.

The cockpit is nicely appointed with dual instruments and stick in the front and rear sections. The front instrument panel is rather hard to see because it is located so far under the dash as is the real plane.

The two bladed propeller is silver with yellow tips and really suits the green and black panels of the engine cowling.

This is a simple little aircraft but it is far from being a plain-Jane (pun). This model is simply a real gem and a joy to look at. You won’t be able to hide this plane in your display because of its bright color and you will want this Harvard at the front of your squadron where it belongs. One thing I know for sure is you will love this Hobby Master model and it is a “must have” for people who want a non-jet aircraft.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.

