HA1405 review

McDonnell Douglas, Royal Australian Navy, 

A-4G “882”/N13-154903, VF-805 Checkmates
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I’m not going to get into anything technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
The two-tone paint scheme has been applied with Hobby Master’s usual expertise and is very visually appealing. The black knight chess piece on the tail really goes well with the rest of the tampo applied markings. All this great work is applied to one heavy model plane. The only plastic on this are the horizontal stabilizers, excellent shaped and fitting canopy and the refuel probe. The landing gear is made of metal and the tires are rubber, what a winning combination. The wheels don’t turn but like I always say once the model is in the display case it’s not moving. The landing gear is easily changed from the up position to the down position. There are no fiddly parts and everything fits snuggly in place. This model is rock solid in construction and looks. The interior of the cockpit has an instrument panel with gauges and is very adequate. The seat is fairly well made and comes with a shoulder harness. There is no pilot but I think there is hope that in the future there will be pilots with all their planes.

The weapons supplied are very nicely made with no deformities and include 1 centerline fuel tank, 2 Sidewinders missiles and 2 Zuni rocket pods. None are permanently fastened so you can mix and match or leave everything off.

The model comes with a display stand but to show the plane on the stand the centerline fuel tank has to be removed.

There are no glaring gaps to be found even when held up to the light. Remember I said glaring gaps because there are a few very fine seams where some of the 12 molds necessary for this model come together. I have seen some other models that have gaps big enough to drive a tank through but this has never been a problem with Hobby Master models.
Overall this is a very nice plane that is really appealing and perhaps it is its simplicity that makes it so appealing. As for me I would have to say this model is definitely worth considering for your collection.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

